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i About tbe Primary Law.
What is lookod upon as a frenerai legal.

; Ir.cd primary election law appears in the

¡ acts of Assembly of 1903-?-?. It has been

i interpolated in the rovislon of chapter
10 of tho Codo ot Virginia, and is no«iy

chapter 6S7, and was approved by the

Governor January 11, 1301.
The full title of the act, which covers

i nearly twenty pages, is ns follows: "An

I act to amend and re-enact chapter 10 of

j the Code of Virginia, fti reference to gen-

¡ oral and special elections; whon and

I where to bo hold; regulation'for their

I conduct and- governmonti compensation
j ior services In elections.

"In section 123 of this act, it is pro-
,'vlded, in effect,' that the qualification«
, ot voters and provisions against fraud In

primary elecUons shall bo substantially
¡the same as they aro in regular cleo-

( lions, whether tho same bo held under

?;iny statuto law of this etate or under

¦! a plan provided by some political party."
In section 122, under the heading "Cost

: ot Elections," it is provided that "the

cost of conducting elections under this

chapter shall bo paid by the counties and

i. cities respectively."
Objection is mado to this statute by

several members of the Genera. Assembly
who nro learned in the law and whoso

opinion is entitled to respect. Some of

¦them lare well known friends of the

primary system, Their honesty and good
intentions nro beyond question. Among
other .things, it Ils said that the title to
this act Is not sufficiently broad to make

the ennctmont regarding .primary elec¬

tions constitutional. They do not think
that a primary election is an election
¦»viihin the meaning of the title of that

.chapter.
it will nover do for this uncertainty to

continue. Important elections are to bo

hold In thr· cities of this Stato In the
month of Juno, and according ta prac¬
tice, primaries will talco placo at least

.thirty days In advance of those elec¬
tions. It ought to bo known to tho public
beyond a shadow of doubt whether this

act of Assembly is law or not. If. the
two houses of the General Assembly havo

nny doubt as to the sufficiency or the
constitutionality of rt, then they should
proceed to correct it in every respect
whore doubt Is entertained.
it does not seem that tho perfecting of

Ibis act would conflict with any law
which tho Legislature might beroatter
make. Certain it-ia'thatrtlie people of the
cities and towns >br virginia ought not
to be compelled to go Into primary elee-.
tlons this year without knowing whether

they are safe-guarded by law or not. And
then, too, it Is of tho highest lmportanco
;tr,al candidateti and committees should
know whether the exponeos of primary
elections are to bo paid by the counties

| and cities respecUvoly or by contribu-

¡tlons levied upon candidates an hereto-
fore.
What we ask Is that members of the

Legislature will give this subject early
and earnest attention. We are opposed to
the Legislature's Interfering too much
with the details of party primaries, but
we cannot but urge that it will safe¬
guard ffliom against fraud. That simple
thing, certainly, it ought to do, and it
ought to do it so well and so clearly that
the protection of the law will follow
and shield each primary just as It would
u regular election.

John Mitchell's Wisdom.
One of the most Instructive of all Ihn

Interviews Mr. Frank G. Carpenter bus
hcni us is that with President John
Mitchell, which was printed In our issue
?,G Sunday.

.Mr. Mitchell is a thorough-going labor
union man, and his sympathies are ¡ill
with his fellow-workmen· He Is a putti-
tan, but he lu'frank and tries to be fair,
A; ¡my rate, he Is honest and courageous,
rod we alwuys read with Interest what-
iver he has to say on this subject.

In tin- course of the Interview, now un¬
ni·! discussion, Mr. Mitchell was asked
? bout combinations of cupltnl und the^
combinations of labor and whether or

not they were agalimt the public Interest.
lie replied that tho public would not per-
mil itself to be fleeced, and that any
Improper combination or agreement at
enee would be exposed. By way of II-
li'Btration, he said that tho coal dealers
?.?,?. the coal teamsters of Chicago formed
:?? unrighteous combination ugalnst the

public, whose purpose was to charge nx-

i'1'Mlant prices, but that the combina¬
tion lasted only a few days; us soon us
it was exposed, It went to pieces. "And
no it will be." he added, "with any com¬

bination that may bo formed. Resides
tbeie l» competition; yuu can't have big
jiutlt» without it. 1 do not can· how
large your capital Is. It Is the »>aine

with wages. If you put them up here
In WftíWnfiun, th¿ JitUtíruor» workmen

»Ill rush Iti and competition will bring
them down,"
?G all labor loaders would reeoghlr.»

Hint simple 'tfuth, there would be, less
trouble in the working world. This is'
the doctrino which The Times-Dispatch
has preached over «nd over again. First
of'tilt, we hnVo Bjveii Warning thnL no

unrighteous combination, formed In greed··
and selfishness with n. view to promot*
lng· Its own interests nt the expense of
the public nnd iti doflance of the righi·
of others, can have permanent success
hi the United States,. This Is true, wheth¬
er the combine be a combination of, cap·
Untiate'or'a combination of laborers.
The American people tire lovers of lib¬

erty and fair play nnd they wilt not
ptrtnlt themselves to he brow beaten and
Imposed upon by nny sort of combina¬
tion. ^
Apart from that, the taw of demand

nnd supply governs and will'continue to

govern. By combination, competition
may be apparently crushed out. But
even if that bo tho case, the tear ot
competition is an over-present Influence,
AVhenever any combination begins ito

charge an exorbitant price for Its pro¬
duct, it Invites competition, nnd in on·

form or another,' competition will come.

Mr. Mitchell Is right In saying that the

people will not be fleeced. Tho same

rule applies in tho field of labor. No
man or sot of men can forco an em¬

ployer to pay a wago higher than some

other man. or set of men, equally com¬

petent, will work for. That was thor¬

oughly demonstrated during the recent
strike of street car 'employes In thin

city.

Salt" Water for Fires.
Since the Baltimore disaster New York¬

ers have been considering more or less

seriously the proposition to employ salt

water to extlhgulah fires..
The argument In favor of the plan is

that It would greatly toIIovc tho demand

upon the regular supply, of fresh water,
and Ir. caso of u conflagration would

make the city Independent of the reser¬

voir and avoid any possibility of failure

to procuro water from that source.
It eeems to us that a supply ôf salt

water i|n Now York, or In any other city
which Is able to obtain it, could be advan¬

tageously used for purposes other than

flro-flghtlng. Salt water would be not

only as good as fresh water, but better,
for washing the streets and flushing
tho sewers, and It might oven bo used
for sanitary purposes In residences and

public buildings; In this way tit would

serve ft double purpose; it would do all

that fresh water can do, and more,

for It would act as a disinfectant as

well as a cleansing agency.
Of course, there would be the additional

cost of laying another sot of pipes, but

there would probably be somo saving In

drawing a largo part of the city's water.
supply from the harbor, rather thaji from

points remote. At any rate, it. is nn

Interesting proposition for' cities which
havo an inexhaustible supply, of salt.
water at their very doors,

What'li He Do With It?"
The "Idle Reporter" made excellent re¬

ply in Sundays Issuo to our question con¬

cerning tho proper way to expend an

Income of $50,000 a year. Indeed, the re¬

ply was so good that we should be dis¬
posed to give him the prize, did we nojt
fear that the money would turn his head
and retire him from at career I'n which
he Is so useful, and from a profession
which he has always adorned.
Our friend has helped The Tlmes-Dls-

patch to carry out the purpose it had In

view in bringing its readers face to face

with this serious proposition. Most poo-

plo think that It would be a great lark

to spend $60,000 a year, but wealth Is a

great responsibility, and It Is no easy

matter for a conscientious man or woman

to handle a large sum of money.
Again In raising the discussion, we

had hoped that some rich men In Vir¬
ginia might get a vnluable hint from ou»

correspondents. Thero are many wnya In
which money can be profitably employed
by those who are possessed both of riche·
and tho true spirit of philanthropy.
Indeed, valuable hints were given, and

some day we may take up the subject,
again and ask for additional sugges¬

tions m this direction,
But w.p.had still another objective view,

We do not believe In day dreaming, but

a little elr-castle-bulldlng of tho rigM
sort do83 no harm, nnd sometimes may

do good. Many people have the bnblt and

it bad habit It is, of taking their troubles
to bed with thorn. It Is this sort ot thing
that is responsible very largely for in¬

semina, about which we hear so much.
Troubles make ti bad bed-fellow nnd are

sure to prevent sleep. U. Is difficult whon
troubles are upon us to put them out of
mind, and tho only way to do It, the only
way to change nne's thoughts, Is ter sub¬
stitute a new thought for tho old. Wo,
therefore, recommend to thoBO who take

thoir troubles to bed with them and arc

deprived of sleep thereby to employ the

question which we have put a» a remedy
for Insomnia. Spend $50,000 on yourself
and your loved ones, In malting presents,
in rollovlng distress, in delightful Jour¬
neys on private car and privato yacht-
but before you havo spent half of It, you
ar» upt to be In dreamland. Try It and
see.

Educating the Negro.
Booker Washington recently made an

Indirect reply to the charge of Governor
Vurdamar. that education, instead of

helping Ilio negro, tended to tho promo¬
tion of crime. Ho stated that he had
sent letters to representative white men

In thu South, putting some practical
questions t" them concerning tho negroes'
progress, Ho received 180 replies to his
letters, and here are a few of the re*
suits:
Huh education mude the negro ¡\ more

uiafu) citiseliï
Answer- Ye*, 121; no, 4; unanswered, 11.
Has It mude lilm more .-conomli-al mid

more Inclinad to acquire wealth?
AiBWi-r.Vos 98; no, 14; unanswered,

2·».
Does It make him u more valuable

wiul'inan, especially where skill and
thought ¡no required?
Answer.Yes. 132; no. '.'; unanswered, 'i.
lias éducation Improved the morals of

the black race?
Answer-Yes, [>T, no, yp; unanswered, 19.

Haw It made his religion less emotional
?lid inoró practical?
Ahswcr.Yes, 101; no, lot tinansworod,

ID,
la it, ?« a rule, the Ignorant or the

educated who 'commit crime?
Answer.Ignorimi, 315; otlucnted, 3¡ Ufi*

answered. 17·
Does Gl'imo grow loss as education In·,

crenses nmong tito colored,/people?
Answer.Yes, '102! no, 10} unanswered,

15. H*
Is the moral growth of the negro equal

to, hin mental growth?
Answer.Yes, Gö; no, -IG; unanswered, 35.

On his,own account he made tho fol¬
lowing statement:
"No.t a singlo graduato of the Hamp¬

ton institute or of the Tuskegeo Instituto*
can bo found to-day In any Jail or.State
penitentiary, Aflor making careful In¬
quiry, ? cannot find a half flössen cohcs
of a man or woman who has completed
a full course of education in nny of our

reputable Institutions like Hampton, Tus-
kegoe, Fls.k or .Atlanln, who nrc In pris¬
ons. The records of tho South show that
DO per cent; of the colored peoplo In
prison are without knowledge of trades
nnd 01 per cent, arc Illiterate. This
statement atone disproves the assertion
that the negro grows In crime as edu¬
cation It'.oroasos. If tho negro at the
North Is more criminal than his brother
at the South, it Is because tho North
withholds from him tho opportunity for
employment which the South gives., It Is
not ihe educated negro who has been
guilty of or even charged with crime In
tho South; it Is, as a ruto, ino one wno

has a mere smattering of education or

Is In total ignornr.ee."
Wo havo made some, Investiga lions on

our oiyn account concerning tho gradu¬
ates of tho Normal· School nt Hampton,
nnd, with a singlo exception, tho reports
were all good. These graduates who aro

living In Virginia ore doing well and

behaving thomuelves In a becoming man¬

ner. Mr. E. C. Glass, superintendent of

public schools of .Lynchburg, makes the

statement that only one graduate of tho

negro High School in that city has over

been arrested for a criminal of terso, and

wo have reason to believe that much
,lhe same may he said of the negroes In

Richmond who havo had the right sort

of training.
.it. Is sheer nonsense-to say that good
training injures any person, no matter
to what race such person belongs. If so,

then tho' whole theory of education Is

wrong, and ought to be abolished. The

main thing In negro education, as In the

education of whites, Is to have the right
sort of teachers; to have teachers who

will teach, first of rill, the lesson of obe¬
dience. If children are taught obe¬
dience and all thnt it Implies, tho founda¬
tion of good character will have been

laid, and good results are suro to follow,

Free Speech.
One of tho most Interesting announce¬

ments made since the war between Rus¬

sia and Japnn began is the statement
sent out from St, Petersburg that the
Czar lias abolished censorship tipon all

news and-Ottier telegrams going abroad.
The Associated Press correspondent says

that under the regime allowing perfect
freedom of the foreign press, it is, be¬
lieved that Russia will soon cease to be

constantly subject, to underground.at¬
tack, and that alio will see hersolf
through honest spectacles. Officials be-

llevo, adds the. correspondent, that the

new system will stop misrepresentation
of Russian Internal affairs nnd a spread
of llbols supplied by enemies of Russia.
Tho greatest mistnko that any govern¬

ment win make is to attempt to sup¬

press tho news. The host and surest

way to prevent untruthful gossip con¬

cerning nny public matter Is to publish
the whole truth. So long a» tho people
believe that something Is being withheld
from them, they arc going to speculate
about It, and exaggerated reports are sure

to spread. The moro It Is attempted to

"hush It up" tho moro tho people will

gossip. The only way to "hush up" any

report is to put tho whole story Into

print. When the people arc satisfied that
they know the whole story, they will soon

forget it, and look for something new.

This is a bit of shop philosophy that
is as useful to individuals as it is to

officers of government.

À Sensible Prophet.
Yesterday's Washington Post made a

now departure in printing Its wottther
report.wo should say its weather re¬

ports, for thoro were two of them on

Hie left-hand corner, was this forecast;

Weather..Ruin to-day; to-morrow,
fair and colder; fresh to brisk shift¬
ing winds, becoming northwesterly,

And on the right-hand corner this:

Weather..Fnlr to-dny; rain or

snow at night or to-morrow; fresh
easterly winds.

That is very Ingenious, and, In times
like this, it is moro or less justifiable.
Ordinarily, ? newspaper 'H no1 expect¬
ed to toko but ono guess at the weather.

Hut theso arc no ordinary times In

weather circles. With tho thermometer
and tho barometer doing stunts every
hnur, It is hard tor .any weather prophet
to keep Id« bearings nnd prophecy with

any degroo of certainty jtvb.it ? day's
weather may bring· forth, Therefore, our

Washington contemporary Is purdonablo
lor adopting tho duiibln siuiidurd and

taking two guesses Instead of ono. Nor
do we, blamo the Post's prophet for giv¬
ing himself plenty of lutttude. On the

loft bo predicts "Ruin to-duy; fair to¬
morrow." On the righi "Pair to-day;
rain to-morrow,"
In making tills forecast tho prophot

thus reasoned within Jrfuisolf: "Pi it
le fuir to-day and rain to-morrow, thoro
will bo the right predictions; if other··

wIho, the one that Is left. In either
event, tho forecast will bu right."

I* Haul also among tho prophets? ?

House Bill No, 94,
It appears from the third article pqb.

llshed tiy us to-day on the Torrens .sys¬

tem, ihut there nro inoro them lo,'.«/)
nuil..· adults Ir. Virginia, owning $???
worth "i real estate, As this amount, ó¡
properly confers the right of cuffr'nao
under the now Confiti lilt Ion, it Is proba,
bio that euch one of Illese cltlzons ?* ?

voter, judging from the registration re¬

turn*, It would seem that llie Inn.l-owners
in Virginia will carry tho balance ,,[,
power ut «he poilu. The artjpje ir. que».
\lo_n clearly shows how these cltlisea»

'fre«f«'r»»'fr*'»»*«'t'»>l»>*-H'*4t"4r<*,>'l
-1
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4·^4**? * ?' · »I* * »IK* * ?* » »fr.fr·« |«·»?«·?»«|

will be benefited by the Torrone sys¬

tem, and thus emphasizes tho great Im¬
portance of House bill, No. 94.

Since tho death of Mr. Hanr.a, thero
is greater doubt than over before whether
tho Senato will confirm Leonard Wood

ns a mtvjor-genornl in tho army. Mr.
Hanna was tho lender In opposition to

confirmation, and now that ho In dead,
a number of members feel as though
they would like to respect his wishes.in
tho tnattef.
Tho genernl sentiment In the Senate

seems to be antagonistic to tho consid¬
eration of the nomination at this time.
Tho probability Is that action will be
deforrod until March; Indeed, It -may

go over to the next session of Con-

grose.
It Is understood that Senator Scott,

of West· Virginia, who made the minor¬
ity report of the Senate Committee on

Military Affairs, will not assume the

leadership of tho opposition.

Professor Julius Nelson, biologist for

tho Massachusetts Bureau of Shell Fish¬
eries, has, It Is claimed, worked out a

'mothod of propagating oyster germs or

seeds. Ono bucketful of spawn, It is

said, will supply all the material one

would need for extensivo planting.
This is Important, If true.and if it

will work ns'well In practice as In theoryl
Our 'Impression, though dim, Is that

experiments of this character have been

made before, 'and thcreforo we shall
watch out/to seo exactly what Profes-·
sor Nelson claims for his researches.

The Citizens' Bmergency Committee of
.Baltimore havo fhgreed to recommend

that, in tho Improvement and renewal

of the streets in the burned district,
property-owners shall be assessed one-

tlilrd of tho cost, where benefit accrues,

whilst tho remainder is paid for out
of tho public treasury.

It was at first suggested that tho
property-owiiors should,-' pay one-half,
but after a prolonged discussion of this
point, the determination was reached
that one-third would, in all tho circum¬
stance.«, be fairer and better.

Colonel Watterson has finally an¬

nounced tbat if Cleveland, "the upper
millstone," and Bryan, "the nether mill¬
stone," shall both be sidetracked, ho will

accept anything or any man standing
between them, even though It should
be Colonel Watterson himself.

The United States Senate will to-day
take a voto on tho ratification of the

Panama canni treaty. It will be rati¬
fied. Senators Daniel and Martin are

okpected to vote In the negative.

"Whenever a war breaks out botween
nations, little Chill manages to havo a

few war ships to sell to^elther or both at

a good round profit. Very respectable
Un0 <>f business that, She buys them In
the piping times of poaçe.

The hatchet and the cherry tree, that
never oxlsted received moro attention
In tho public schools yestorday than
did G. Washington, who did exist to

a considerable extent. ,

Tho Honorable Mark Hanna lived down
the cruel cartoonists and become one

of ilio most popular mon In public Ufo,
No small nmn could have done ithat.

?ß long as the orders for supplies keop
coming In, Undo Sam wiU not bother
about offering: Japan and Russia any
olivo brauch suggestions.

Anyhow, when your Uncle Qrover
reaches for his typewriter, ho always
puts something on the paper that all
the people gladly road.

Snnto Domingo is trying very hard to

kftop up a side show, but from a war

news standpoint, sunto Domingo is get¬
ting lost In tho'-shuffle,

Colonel Hryan will find Richmond a

mighty hospitable old town, although It

muy ?,??,? hut little stock in some of his
political vagaries,

Tho Jamestown Exposition, that is to
be, is said to be creating nioru talk in
the putrlotlo North thun Ihe St. Louis
Show.

The long looked for warm rnln bus
t last given old winter u whuck that

ii muy not recover from, this year,

'l'in· Jnps had better mind how they
cui ihusi) wires. They might strike a

live one.

Sa'Jes To-day and To-morrow,
13ill one public unction salo Is announced'

fur to-day. Musare. J. Thompson brown
uni Company will offer ut 5 P. ?. No.
Kos Buchanan Street- This Is a two-morv
brick und frani« dwelling, frontín* £>
feo·, on tho west side of Buchanan. This
U ci ???????'? «.-ii ¡ut exoulloiil piece of Invest¬
ment property,
Meesrs. Pollard and Bagby will offer

thy two-story dwelling at tho corno)· qf
¦Fifth and Jackson Streets. No. WO, to¬
mi-now afternoon »t t;30 o'clock.

Voice of People
=ON=

Current Topics.
PRIMARY ELECTION BILL.
Some Explanation of Its Provi¬

sions and Purposes.
Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch!
Slr.-Slnce tho bill to provide for prl-

hinry elections was introduced Into tho
Sonato thoro has been a general interest
man Ifostod In its scope and purpose, nnd
it muy not bo untimely to mention what
Booms to bo tho necessity for such a law
and to givo soino explanation of its pro¬
visions.
Those who oppose all primary elections

cannot, of entuso, bo rcuonclled to any
moitstii-o which attempts to maleo pri¬
marlos clean and offectlvo and, therefore,
popular. Portunately, such people uro
fow, and from nil Indications are growing
rupidiy.fewer. As public sentiment is now
trending. It would soom not Improbable
that brtfore many years people holding
that vlow will bo moro rtímurltablo for
tholr occontrlcity than for their numbers
or influence.
Tho real difficulty In drawing a bill to

legalizo primarles Is to harmonize the
conflicting, not to suy contradictory, opin¬
ions ot tho honest friends of tho pri¬
mary system. That tide difficulty Is not
.fanciful will bo appreciated by any ono
who undertakes tho tusk. Some think
thorò should bo a thorough-going and ex¬
haustivo plan, going Into the minutest
details, und leaving little or nothing to
tho party authorities. Others hold that
thero should bo no legislation oxcept such
tus merely puts an O, K. upon whatever
plan a party may adopt. Somo seem to
bo satisfied with tho mere thought that
a party plan bus beeir "legalized," while
others Insist thut the legalization nmotintj
to nothing, unless tho persone concerned
can enforce .tholr rights in the courts
and invoke tho avenging power of crim¬
inal stututCH against thoso who mny
mnko a mockery of tho plan in prac¬
tica., Somo think primaries should bo
optional with tho parties, while others
wish them compulsory. Somo believe
thnt the parly committees should havo
absolute control ovor tho machinery of
the primary (.loctlon. while others think
they should havo none.

THE COST.
Some think tho Stato should bear tho

whole expense of primaries; others that
only part oi£ tho expenso should bo horno
by the Stato, while still another class
think the Stato should pay nothing nt
all for such purposos. Somo want straight
primaries In nil cases; others want con¬
ventions In all casos, while still others
think that there should be straight pri¬
maries in somo cases and conventions in
others. It is clour that no bill will bo
satisfactory in nil respects to all oí these
classes ot persons. The best that can
bo dono Is to secure one which as nearly
as possible meets the views of all, with¬
out being wholly obnoxious to any. Gov¬
ernment has been'defined to be tho sci¬
ence of tho second best. If wo cannot
havo the luw which is Ideally the best,
wo can nt least have tho best to be had.
The general public has an intorcst In

the fair selection of candidates, because
those candidates become officers and ad¬
minister the government for the whole
people. A cundldato who obtains his
nomination by fraud may, perhapg, make
? fraudulent ofllccr. We safeguard our
general election with an elaborate system
of laws, though these elections in-many
cases merely ratify party nominations,
while tho nominations havo no safeguards
provided. A fuir, orderly and decent sys¬
tem of party, nominations cannot fall to
mark an advance in good government by
preventing demoralization among the
people and by encouraging solf-respectlng
citizens to seek such nominations.
From a party standpoint it would seem

ot prime Importance that nil nomina¬
tions should bo fairly made, without oven
the suspicion of fraud, If the party will
Is to be fairly ascertained and dissatis¬
faction and disruption avoided, It is true
that under tho best system that can be
devised somo evil pracicos will provali.
To that extent, a law ifor the total pre¬
vention of fraud Is attempting the im¬
possible. So our lnws ngalnst crime do
not entirely provont It, but no sano per¬
son has advocated their repeal on that
account. That an evil is prevalent and
impossible of orndlcation is tho strongest
possible reason for reducing It to a min¬
imum.

THE SYSTEM.
From a Democratic point of view there

is no longer the necessity of argument
in favor of primarios. They have been
growing in popularity fon many year«,
until to-dny the sentiment Is overwhelm¬
ingly In their fnvor. The last Slato con¬
vention adopted them ns a rigid party
policy. In the absence of a statutory plan
tho convention empowered the Stato Cen¬
tral Commlttco to formulate ono and pro¬
mulgato It ifor nil nominations down to
members of tho General Assombly, und
oll of the prosent Legislature who -were
elected last fall, as well as Senutor Dan¬
iel, who--has succeeded himself In the
United States Senate, received their nom¬
inations in tills manner.
It is true that some features of tho plan

promulgated by the State Committee were
objectionable to many. The viva voce
method ot voting was protested against,
nlmost everywhere and repudiated in
many pnits of tho State. Tho opinion is
practically unanimous that It should not
havo been adopted, and will not bo tol-
ernted again. The fact that tho plan
mado primaries compulsory in till con¬
gressional and legislativo districts, with¬
out regnrd to local conditions, was re¬

garded generally as a mistake, but it
was the mistake of tho convention, and
not of tho committee. Tho furlhor fact
that tho number ot Judges nnd clorks
was not limited and their puy not re¬
stricted allowed opportunities for unrea¬
sonable assessments upon candidatos.
Thorn wns no provision in tho plan by
which any voter could know whether
his vote was counted as cast, nor any
candidate to know whether the returns
wero fairly mado,. if tho Judges woro not
so Inclined.

.DEFECTS.
Tho poll books were loft in the custody

of tho various committees, presumably
in tho custody of tho chairman or somo
other 'members of tho committees. There
was nothing to prevent ttie custodian
from doctoring thoso books to suit his
vlows, or the returns which had already
been sent, provided, of courso, that ho
had no scruples ngalnst such ? course.
The candidato on tho outsido of tho polls,
who hud checked up the vote as It was

given, could, of courso, depose to the
Stato Committee that tho returns woro

falso, but the Judgos might outswetir him,
unless he could take all tho peoplo who
hud voted for him, by special train, to
the committee. It is not intimated that
any of these, things did occur-only that
thoy might havo ocourrod· No law would
bo needed to restrain those who am law-
fully inclined, Under the plan of tho
committoo fraud could not have beon
proven, and, If proven. ,:culd not havo
been punished. It would soom, then, that
this plan is hopelessly Imperfect.· In say¬
ing thla it is not lutoiulbd to reflect lu
ilio slightest degroo upon the momburn of
the committee. Thoy wero able and sin-,
core, and doubtless thought thoy hud se¬

cured the best plan in sight. All crittolsm
nf them because-of defects In tho plan.
und there wero somo harsh eiTlclsme.
was entirely unjust.
Tho fact is.and this alna is said with

grout deference to tho gentlemen of the
cominlttoo.lt cannot be exported that a

large body, suoli as tho State Commit¬
tee, living so»ifar apart, medili« so sel¬
dom und for so short a time; with little
timo or opportunity for discussion, with
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regularity It
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the necessity of doing a thing hastily or
leaving It to one or two men to do l'ole»
ü^y',i'iÄn' .',n/he nature of things, ao-
eomplteh satisfactorily suoh a matter as
draftlnur a primary election law. At
least, it is no disparagement to say that
tíio samo mon could do so much bottel¬
li, they wero members of. tho Legislature,
ana could have tho measure considered
carefully In committees, with opportunity
for all persons to be hoard, sitting day
after day working out tho details of the
? an, and having tho advantage oí a. full
discussion on the floor of both houses,
and knowing further that what was bolng
done would have the authority of law,
with all tho safeguards and penalties
which attaoh to a statute. The powers·
of a State Committee muy well be execu¬
tive, and In some cases ft Is proper that
they should be judicial, but It is sub¬
mitted that tholr organization Is such
that they are not adapted to legislative
work.

COMMITTEE'S ADAPTATION.
But even If such a committee wero

adapted to the work of devising a pri¬
mary plan, it would scarcely be satis¬
factory to aspirants for nominations not
to know how mnny or what changes the
commlttoe Is going to make In the plan
from time to time without notice. Wlio Is
going to ratify In advance a plan of
whose details ho Is not certain? -Would
not tho first fruits of such a system bo.
"to precipitate a hitter contest over the
selection of tho membors of tho commit¬
tee." who would thon havo autocratic
authority over the minutest details of the
plan? Would not such a contest be less
likely to occur If the powers of tho com-1
mlttco wero restricted to ordering the
primary, and prescribing certain neces¬
sary and supplemental rule«? Moreover,
the plan of a committee, however excel¬
lent, cannot have tho forco and effect ot
a statute. It is not believed that a party
commltteo can bo given the power to

adopt a set ot rules which. If violated,
will make the violator subject to fine or

Imprisonment. It Is clear that to do so

would be in effect a delegation to sucli
a committee of the power to enact crlm- |
Inai law?, nnd It Is equally clear that
fuch a power cannot bo so delegated.
Even If it could. It cannot be «tr^y ler.v

an elaborate and detailed system, such
as our election laws, intended to apply
to the election of otllcers. can be made
at one stroke to apply to so different
a thing as tho nomination of candidateli
for office. The phrase, "as far as appli¬
cable." does not help the case, it the
general election laws are wholly inappli¬
cable. There are many agencies brought
Into play In a primary election which
havo no analogy hi the regular elections,
and laws Intended for the latter would
not in the least apply to the former.

THE TITLE TO THE ACT.
If Is seriously doubted whether the

title to the net Is sufficiently broad to

make tho recent'enactmont regarding;
primary olectlons constitutional. Thnt
title provides for "general, local and spe¬
cial electloiiB." It Is doubtful whether a

primary election Is an election tit·* all

within tho meaning of thnt title, or, ai¬

tilo word la used In the Constitution. If

It Is, then tho expense of auch un élec¬
tion must bo borne by the counties und
cities, whether held by Democrats, Re¬

publicans, Populists.- Prohibitionists or

other parties. Tho conclusion would seem

to throw doubt upon the premises.
In conclusion. It Is clear to tho minds

of many that we now have no satisfac¬
tory ór legalized primary plan-, that the

Legislature is tho proper body to formu¬

late such a plan, nnd that tho friend» of

the primary principles should Unite In

domandine a primary, law which will givo
satisfaction as generally as ???ß???? und
which will furnish a fair opportunity to

members of all partine to express thelt

choleo of candidates.Rospootfully,LEWIS II. MACHEN.

THE TORRENS SYSTEM.

A Few Words to Those Who
Will be Benefited by It.

(Written for The Tlmes-Dlapatoh.)
HI, MEN OF SMALL MEANS.

The· first two. articles of this series,
which appeared In The Times-Dispatch
of February 18th and 19th, treated this

subject particularly with reference to fur-

mcrr, and business men, respectively. To¬

day we ask men of small means all oven

the State, without regard, to their occu-i

piitlon or calling, to consldor how they
will lu» benefited by tho Torrean system.
THOMAS JEFFEItSON'S OPINION.
The world has recognized Mr. Jefferson

as one of tho wisest men this country
h'n over produced. With a mind ut once

penetrating and discriminating, thorough¬
ly trained In all the prooessoB of reason-'
?????, equipped with the host knowlelgo
.of the aifos, vcrited In tho history, phllou-,
opi.y and lawn or other nations, ho wuh

gifted with a genius for Insight Into the
vi'ty heart of things. Wilting from Fon¬
tainebleau to a friend In Virginia when ho
wan minister to France, In 17¡», ho says:
"The small land holders arc the most
precious part of Ihn Stato".a rollet-tlon·
forced upon him by observation of the

pililul and helpldse condition of the pon«-,
ance'· of France, if this was true in 1785,
you can sec that tho truth.of the state¬

ment Is more evident and of far moro

weight now Htan It was at that e.uly
day. For the tendencies towards the
cer.trallantlon of power -and wealth aro

much inore pronounced now than they
were In 17S5, and the ascendancy of the
rich over the poor would bo moro com¬

pleti; If It wero not for that gteat b.idy
of citizens represented by tho amali land
holder«. These are tho conservative, ??-

tp¡)i?,ent ai.d uncorrupted voters whu hold
tl»n balance of power and can ninkc tlul,·
influence felt In the Stato whenever
aroused to express tholr will.

THE SMALL LAND HOLDERS.
The Torrens system Is. In all Its detail»

uno operations, especially' ilislgned (0
tonefit the finali lam} holders. It is not
only contrived ta holp thoite who already
own sma'tl tract» of lands, nut win re.«ul'i.
? aiding many aüiu-a of amali muana

to acquire real estate. You can see that,
,lt must do this, because' It will make your,
tttlo certain; It will greatly reduce tho
cotits and chargos attending tho transfer
of title, nnd it will enable you to borrow!
money Upon your land quickly and .cheap-1
ly. It will do moro than this. It will
enablo you to borrow small sums for/
oven (10, 00 or M days. If you wish a short,
lean. Under our prescnLjaws. you know,
that these things nro Impossible. If you
have any doubt that thoy aro not only
no«?«lble, but actual facts wherever thoj
Torrens system prevails, you have simply/
to examine the records_of thoso countries
in which titles aro registered. Hon. C.|
J-'Ovtosciie-Brickdalo, B. A-, of Lincoln'·?
Inn, Barrister, and now Register of thu'
Lan« Office under tho Terrena system ln¡
London, Is the greatest English authority!
on. tho subject. In his "Notes on Land:
Transfer In Various Countries," you will!
(lud thoio statements: tìpoaklng of Vic-]
torla. ho quotes from a letter. "It Is a

matter of Ilvo minutes search in tho
Titles Office to '.mow If the land you are

aj>ked to adv.inco on le already bur¬
dened, and to what extent. There can b·
no doubt that tho sy»tom has- very much
facilitated dealings in land, as it Is
voiltad cheaply, and Is so «Implo that
mai.agcrs of land and building companies!
habitually effect transfors themselves.",
»peaking of Now South Wales, he quote«1
from a letter of a member of tho Legisla-
tivo Council: "The working men of New
South Wales are almost all becoming
landed proprietors, but hardly one ot them
would ever attend a »ale of land if it
¦were not announced In the advertisement
.lv.t tho title was that of Torrons's act,"
Speaking of South Australia, he quotes
from Hon. R. C. Baker, a colonial lawyer,
as follows: "Under the Torren* system,
transfers aro completed, 1 may almost
ßa?, In a few minutes, with a minimum
of costs to both parties. I have not only
hoard of instances, I havo known' them
In my own ofllce, where transfers or
mortgages, etc.. have been completed in
le*» than a quarter of nn hour, and the
people of South Australia look upon tho
act as the grentest boon that has J)oen
given them." Mr. Urickdalo sums up the
matter by saying: "We havo looked for
evidence In disparagement of tho Torrens
actf, and have not been able to find
any." Tlicso aro strong words, coming as

itiay do from ? conservative lawyer, who
has studied this subject for years, who
hai been sent abroad by tho English
government to colloct information for
Purl.ament, and who has made ofllclal.
d'-wiled reports to his government In con¬
sequence of which tho English lnnd trans-!
1er act of 1897 was passed.
THE PEOPLE MOST INTERESTED.
The Interests of tho great mass of tho ¡

people aro involved in this subject. 'If I
you think for a moment you will seo that'
questions of title are of the utmost oon-
scquenco to tho man of small mean.«.
Only ? comparatively trifling amount of:
tho rich mauls fortune Is represented by'
his lirmie. however elegant and luxurious
It may he. Ills chief Investment are In
stock«, nnd bonds as u rule. If there Is)
aiiv defect in his title ho pan oasliy pny!
to'have it removed, and even If ho loses)
tho property .It will not seriously affect
bini. But the man of small means has'
labored for years to acquire his home:;
it represents tho sweat of his brów. If:
ttío title Is defective, he can scarcely'
Afford to havo it cured. Litigation ta« ».'
gieiit hardship to him. And If ho loses!
his home, all is gone, and ho is a ruined-
man. It menus a total wreck of fortune
and the severest suffering of those ho
loves. The Torrens system 'will, givo as¬
surance against any such disaster to
ovc-ry iiumblu citizen. It will also enable
him to secure rondy credit in time of
need and distress.

HOW MANY OWN LANDS?
Ono of tho exhibits «led by tho Audi¬

to.· of Publio Accounts before tho rocant
Constitutional Convention shows that
moro than 100,000 malo adults were as-
sc-esed for taxes on real ostttte, valued nt
not loos than J300 for tho yoar of 1900,
That is to say, 37.8 per cent, of all the
mule adult« in Virginia are owners of
at least Î300 worth of real estate. Every'
one of Dieso ???,??? voters will bo materi¬
ally henuflted by the Torrens system, and
is vitully concerned In the fato of House
bill No. 91. If you value your Interests
und caro to havo your rights respected,
promoted and protected, you should writ«
at once to your representatives In the!
House and Senato, urging the passago bf
tliln bill. Thoso who favor it will bo do>g
you a service, and those who oppose, it
will bo opposing, not only your interests,
but thoso of the Commonwealth as well,

WHO BEAKS THE BURDENS, >
Tho burdens of our present land laws

boar most harshly upon tho men of small
moans. This Is true, not only bocause our
humble citizens suffer most from thu
iniquities, ot existing tax laws, but be¬
cause they aro practically prevented from-
making any uso of tholr real ostate.
Thu wealthy man never caros to borrow
¦¦-mall sums of monoy on bla realty, but
gets largo Joans for long terms. Ho can,
therefore, afford to puy tho heavy costs
and charges Imposed upon all transac¬
tions with roti! ostato. But that Is not
the oase with men of small menus, You
want a small sum of monoy, and perhaps
for a short time. But, if you try to get
such a loan on your lands, you will. And
Unit tho costs und Interest will mako the
burden oppressivo. For, you know, th·
borrower has to pay the commissions,
feeu and charges of every «ort and da»
Ht-ription.

It 1« pluln, therefore, Hint the poor
nvi'.i'ls practically deprived of his proper¬
ty to the extent that he Is prevented
from using It under oup present laws.
All theso Inequalities and this Injustice
and tho cruel I'orfeiiuru of lunde f<u·.de¬
linquent taxes will bo prevented by House
bill No. !)'..

.¦ e ¦¦¦ .

Offices. AH Closed.
All tlio Stato und elty offices were prtte»

tit-ally closed yesterday on account of th·
birthday of George Washington. Th*·/
will open for business as usua) to-d»y.


